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of cocaine injected has been large enough to produce con-
vulsions, it is sufficient to pull or forcibly flex the toes
to immediately stop the convulsions. In animals which die
under these conditions the author found the temperature of
the body after death as high as 444&deg; C., or 1116&deg; F.

THE ADJUNCTION OF CHLOROFORM AND COCAINE.

Dr. Ferrier lately read a report before the Surgical
Society of Paris on a work by Dr. Dransart, who proposed
the adjunction of chloroform to cocaine for operations on
the eye. The chloroform is administered in the usual way
after an instillation of cocaine, and the time taken
up to administer the former is thus reduced to one or
two minutes. The advantages claimed for this method
are that the deeper tissues of the eye, such as the iris,
muscles, optic nerve, &c., may be cut into without causing
pain, which would not be the case with the instillation of
cocaine alone. The duration of chloroformisation being con-
siderably reduced, the dangers attending the administration
of chloroform are pro tanto diminished.

VASELINE IN PASTRY.

At a recent meeting of the Council of Hygiene and of
Salubrity of the Department of the Seine, M. Alfred Riche
read a report concerning the employment of vaseline in
pastry as a substitute for grease or butter. The reporter
stated, in the name of the commission charged to investigate
the matter, that however advantageous the use of vaseline
maybe to vendors of pastry, inasmuch as it prevents the latter
frombecomingrancid,it is nevertheless, used for that purpose,
injurious to health. Moreover, as vaseline does not possess
the nutritive qualities of fat or butter, and as the action of the
derivatives of petroleum on the economy, particularly on
the digestive apparatus, is as yet but little understood, the
council have recommended the interdiction of the employ-
ment of vaseline for alimentary purposes.

Paris, March 24th. 
____ _____

NEW YORK.

{From a Correspondent.)

So many contradictory statements have been made

regarding the nature of the disease with which the veteran
General Grant, ex-President of the United States, is afflicted,
that I thought your readers would like some authentic
report on the subject. For this purpose I visited Dr. George
R. Elliott, of 105, Madison-avenue, who has made microscopic
preparations of the morbid growths removed from General
Grant’s throat and examined them at his leisure. The

following is his report written for THE LANCET at my
request :-
"The disease is not extensive, the ulcerations being

limited to the right pillars of the fauces, the anterior one
being perforated near its base. The adjoining side of the
tongue is but slightly indurated, as is also a neighbouring
gland. The case being somewhat unique in its development
and progress, a microscopical examination of a small portion
of the growth was deemed advisable as an aid in arriving at
an exact diagnosis. General Grant readily consented to the
removal of a piece for this purpose, and a portion about the
size of a pea was taken from the ulcerated edge by Dr.
F. C. Riley at the request of Dr. J. H. Douglas. This
specimen was rapidly hardened in alcohol, and at the end of
thirty-six hours sections were made, stained and mounted
for examination. The following histological findings were
readily made out :-The structure is largely composed of
epithelial tissue, which in places appears in the form of
distinct lobules. In portions of these lobules the cells
are grouped into concentric globes or cell-nests. The
individual epithelial elements present great multiformity in
shape, and lie in close contact with each other. Marked
evidence of cell proliferation is seen in the deeper layers of
the specimen. There is a more or less complete stroma or
framework running through portions of the growth,
composed of fibrous tissue rich in small round cells. By
way of summary, thus: the more or less lobulated appearance
of the epithelial mass, the grouping of the epithelial
elements into concentric globes, the great diversity in the
shape of the cell elements, the evidence of cell proliferation
and the peculiar arrangement of the stroma, would warrant
a diagnosis of epithelioma of the squamous variety. The

specimen was removed on February 18th, 1885, and the
report submitted on February 23rd. The diagnosis was
arrived at only after the greatest possible care had been.
taken to exclude all sources of error, with a full knowledge
of the clinical history and with a mind anxious to find only
the microscopical evidence of a benign or innocent growth.
After rendering the report the specimens were shown to
Dr. T. E. Satterthwaite, the well-known pathologist, who
fully confirmed the diagnosis. Upon request they were also
exhibited to the eminent gentlemen of the consulting staff-
viz., Drs. Fordyce Barker, H. B. Sands, J. H. Douglas, and
G. F. Shrady."
With this detailed report you will, doubtless, be in a

position to draw your own conclusions as to General Grant’s
condition. My own impression is, after a careful examina-
tion of the microscopical preparations and consultation with
Dr. Elliott, that there is nothing in the nature of the disease
that is likely to kill General Grant at an early date, although
the failure of his general health may precipitate a crisis at any
time. Stimulants do not act kindly, and cocoa only has been
administered with success. Still, if the general tone of his
system could be maintained, his naturally strong constitution
may enable him to combat the ravages of the disease for some
time. If an early fatal termination of the case should happen,
it will probably be due to the invasion of his sick room by
some half-dozen physicians, and reading the exaggerated
reports which are daily printed in the public press.

VIENNA.

(From our own Correspondent.)

. SMALL-POX IN VIENNA.

SPORADIC cases of small-pox have occurred in Vienna

every week for years, but during the last few weeks a pro-
gressive increase of such cases has been noticed. While
their number amounted formerly to from 10 to 15 weekly,
13,14, 30, 46, 43, 46, 41, 59, 64, and 96 cases have been re-
ported in each respective week of the present year. In the
western suburbs of the city the cases of small-pox have
become so numerous (the latest return being 108) that several

, 
schools have had to be closed. It is noteworthy that the
disease has attacked unvaccinated individuals for the most

part, and that the deaths occurred exclusively in that class,
and in the aged, on whom the effect of vaccination may

1 have disappeared. In Vienna only 16 cases proved fatal
during last week.
A CASE OF AGRAPHIA WITHOUT APHASIA.

It has been contended that agraphia without aphasia is
possible, and the following case, which occurred on the
e 10th inst. in the clinique of Professor Rosenthal at the
e Vienna Allgemeines Krankenhaus, may contribute to the
g solution of the question. A widow, aged forty-five, who,
t as she stated, had never been ill before, was attacked about
M three weeks ago with hemiplegia of the right side, which
,t slowly improved. Paraphasia seemed to have supervened,
e the patient confounding the less common words. Eight days
e ago the patient, who formerly maintained a lively corre-
r. spondence, perceived that she was unable to read and to
.s comprehend words, although she could, with some difficulty,

spell the letters; nor was she able to write words, while she
d could quickly write as well as read figures and numbers.
’e Without effort she can read special words -for instance,

her name, Anna, and that of her late husband, Johann,
If even if these names are written badly and in small characters.
ls Examination with the ophthalmoscope showed only a con-
e siderable hypermetropia and a right hemianopia.
n

ADDISON’S DISEASE. *

)f The typical example of this disease is composed, as

is well known, of three chief groups of symptoms:-
1, (1) An&aelig;mia and asthenia; (2) dark discolouration of the
y skin; and (3) disorder of the digestive apparatus. Pro-
;e fessor Nothnagel considers the second symptom as the
11 first in importance, the asthenia occupying the second
Le place, while he regards the anaemia as of much less moment.

According to numerous histological researches the dis-
it colouration is caused by an intense pigmentation of the
ie deepest layers of the rete Malpighii. Several years ago


